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Along time ago, I heard something interesting on the radio. A biologist was recounting a discussion he’d had with a
layman colleague. They were in the prairies, an area of Canada with wide expanses of flat farmland. The main crop
is wheat. In some areas, it almost seems the wheat stretches to the horizon in all directions. The colleague mentioned
how beautiful the endless stretches of golden grass looked fluttering gently in the wind. The biologist had a very
different impression. He felt it a monstrous shame that humans had wiped out the natural landscape, with a wide
variety of plant and animal species, and replaced it with huge territory of just a single species: wheat and nothing
else.

I was taken aback. My beautiful vision of waves of wheat calmly swaying across the land seemed to have suddenly,
irrevocably darkened. All my life, was this vision I had thoroughly wrong? Well, as are most things in life perhaps,
the situation is probably more nuanced than simply right or wrong. However, I think it’s an interesting illustration
of the way in which my views of the world, the things I assume to be true, are suddenly turned upside down. This
kind of thing has happened many times throughout my life. I have little doubt this will happen again. Although I
hesitate to give advice, perhaps this brings up a question worth pondering: Shouldn’t we all remain open to this
possibility? The possibility we are wrong, and that are views should change?
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