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1. Is your impression of Japan changed during your stay in Japan for 5 years?

— Before coming to Japan, I thought of it only as an interesting country. My impression of Japan now is that it's
more than just another country in the world, it's my second home. I love Japan much more than 5 years.
2. What is your favorite Japanese culture that you come to like?

— My favorite part of Japanese culture is the gentle character of Japanese people. They are very kind, honest, and
considerate and respectful. I have come to really like those qualities.
3 What is your best memory in Japan?

— My best memory is when my children were born. My students, colleagues and friends celebrated my family. It
meant a lot to us. I appreciate that memory the most.



4. What is your best memory in Izumigaoka?

— I have 2. Tosensai is my best memory. I have loved every Tosensai. I also enjoyed when the Izumigaoka High
school debate team went to the semifinals of such a tough contest in 2016. I felt so proud of them. I have many other
great memories but not enough space to write them all. Every memory was special.

5 Please give some message to the students and teachers in [zumigaoka.

— Students should try to take adventure of opportunities. Many students want to travel to foreign countries and
speak in English and learn about other cultures, yet they have 2 foreigners right here in school who are native English
speakers and most of those students hardly speak with them. Talk to your ALTs more. We love talking with you and
your communication skills will develop. We love to learn about Japanese history and culture from you. To the
teachers I say "Go home on time." Make everyday "refresh day". You are the best coworkers in the whole wide
world. Take care of yourself and your families. You made my life in Japan better because you were so nice to me. |
will miss you greatly. I really appreciate all of you wonderful colleagues and students.
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