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What I've Gained from the Speech Contest

When | was in my first year of junior high school | had the goal of joining the
Takamado Cup All-Japan Junior High School English Speech Contest.

And for three years | persisted. In the first year, | loved expressing myself using
lots of gestures and | worked hard to enunciate clearly. But, even with guidance
on how to express things naturally and in my own words, | couldn't quite get
what my teacher was telling me.

Considering what speeches really mean to me, in my second year, | talked
about my love for English. That helped me realize how much | adore the
language and to face the challenge of giving a speech. | remember crying tears
of happiness when | finally came to understand natural expressions and got a
chance to go to the national competition. Sadly, though, the event ended with
online judging because of COVID-19, so | missed out on the real experience.

In my third year, | started looking at global issues and spoke about the
challenges of LGBTQ people. This year, | tried to connect my emotions with
what | learned in the first and second years. With support from my school and
through private lessons, | won the Miyazaki City and Prefectural competitions,
earning a spot in the finals of the Takamado Cup. Being a part of this event, |
got to hear encouraging words from Princess Takamado, received support from
teachers, and found inspiration from fellow students. These experiences are like
precious treasures for my future.

English speeches have helped me in many ways during my time in junior high,
giving me the will to live each day true to myself. It's what makes me want to
explore more of my potential.

The journey from school competitions to the national level is a big chance to
discover new possibilities, and there's an awesome and inspiring world waiting
there. | really hope my fellow students take on the challenge of this competition,
where they too can find a new version of themselves.

| want to say a big thank you to everyone who made this valuable experience

possible. Thanks a lot for the past three years!
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